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Introducing the APNIC Foundation ~APNICEEIOZ T~

In February 2016, the APNIC Executive Council made
an important decision for the future of APNIC’s work
on Internet Development in the Asia Pacific region. The
decision was to establish the “APNIC Foundation” to
raise funds, independently from APNIC membership
contributions, to support and expand APNIC’s
“Development Program”. This followed an earlier
decision by the EC, in August 2014, and more than a
year’s work by the APNIC Secretariat, investigating
options for the Foundation.

APNIC’s work on development of the Internet goes
back to our founding Bylaws, which, in addition to the
service of allocating and registering Internet resources,
also aim “to assist in the development and growth of
the Internet in the Asia and Pacific Rim region”. (See
Part II 2.a)

This objective has been well supported over the years by
APNIC Members, who have seen the mutual benefit of
healthy growth and management of the Internet in our
region. The modest budget allocated to these activities
has come from members, but the APNIC Foundation
will bring a new possibility: to contribute more strongly
to Internet development through use of additional
external funding.

After a review of options, the APNIC EC decided to
incorporate the APNIC Foundation in Hong Kong as a
limited liability, not-for-profit company, registered as a
charity with the objective:

To support Internet development in the Asia
Pacificregion, though training, education,
human capacity building and related projects and
activities by fundraising in support of activities
delivered by APNIC and partner organisations.

The Foundation will be established during this coming
year, with APNIC itself as the sole member, and a Board
of Directors appointed by the APNIC EC.

The Foundation will be supported by APNIC during
its “incubation” and early operational phase, where
fundraising and other support will be required. When
it reaches full maturity, the APNIC Foundation will
continue to support APNIC and our vision, but it will be
administratively self-sustaining.

It’s intended that projects funded by the Foundation
willbedesignedand managed by APNIC, in
collaboration with funding agencies interested in
Internet development, and with a major focus on
human capacity building in developing parts of the
region. The APNIC Foundation will therefore work
firstly to increase professional development activities,

as well as direct technical assistance, which is often
required according to specific circumstances.

Priority topics for the APNIC Foundation’s work should
be familiar to JPNIC and APNIC members: promotion
and deployment of IPv6, security of routing and DNS
infrastructure, development of exchange points and
related infrastructure, and promotion of operational
security practices; however this “curriculum” will likely
increase with demand in future. In the coming APNIC
Survey we will find out more about the technical
challenges and priorities of the community, which will
also help to guide the Foundation’s priorities.

The Internet is a grand project of benefit to all corners
of society, and the “network effect” ensures that when
one part of the Internet is developed, the rest will also
benefit. In practice, Internet development activities
are magnified exponentially. The APNIC Foundation
will seek support from development agencies and those
industries and individuals most dependent upon the
Internet, in order to enhance that development and
maximise the benefits of the Internet for our region.

If you wish to support the APNIC Foundation, or

receive more information, please contact <foundation@
apnic.org>
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